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Hi. BBBnry comprised In ttio present volume*,

although Itrl t'v speaking of an ecclesiastical
character, may BS considered as identical with the

political history of France for « perii^ of no' lew

than half a cent urv. 1: embrace* the time from t lie ae-

e«e*Mon ol Francis I. In 151Ö. to i lie death ..f Charles
IX. in 1574, at which epoch the doctrines of the
tte»oriiiat:o:i hint <¦< o .,>. -». ii-wr.-u*.i !. «I i'i Frame
ajiitl tue Ilnrucnnta had nntsTTown the feebleness of

Infancy nnd siisd a* a distinct a id now.tful Ixxh

before the nd ig ous world. In preparing the

¦BBJMi and elaborate work, which will give the

name of tlie author an honorable place on the dis¬

tinguished list of A mrm-an hS-lorl ins. PrseVaBBS
Itan lliaamade a judicious use ol the researches
an.I discoveries winch, during the last tMr:v years,
have shed a fnsh licht on the histniy mi France at

the era of tbe Reformnfion. Am mg the ample
atores <d k no* ledge which haVc heen lai«l open to

his inquires are the BfSBnVSa »»f Iho jinieinal
capitals of Kurope, winch have BOM thou ucldy
ajojl ajaj for the first time during that
period. Numerous iiiaiiu«i iipls of gnul value,
lor tho most part unknown to tlie bvimed
world, hi.ve l»een rescued from ob^enrity
At Iho side ot the \ olnmiiions cbroioci.
long since pcinti'd. n ri'h abtin iviee of contem¬

porary co-respondent-.. ami MtBSTtS inedlted me¬

moirs bn« neenmulafeal, wtiirh afford a BuplOBi col¬
lection of life-like a'«d trustworthy views of IBB

past. The secrets of d plain icv hsre been revealed.
Tl.nicial statements drawn nr» for the public
¦ i now Is- laatBal by Hal aeon uthfir! nnd unguard¬
ed account* ron\ ">tvl iu cipher to all the foreign
rbbiI» milaVjBPBBS. Of not P^s importance, »urbar»*,
than the nth* lal pubhi ation* are the frails of private
re«»c«rcb, nmotig whnb arc sev> . al TBBWBBts col lee

t o ..f original ilo -ninents. While the author has

Bot I iil d to enrich bis pu~» with the mutenal*
r!. ¦ mthsM aaal atmUavr^oatTeaB. habaaasase
BBBBafaalaasi patient study of the host of ongiunl
rbroiifl.-s. siatBtiSB, and kindred productions
W/Bieu have ling been more or less familiar to the
«i rid of '.. tf-Ts. Tho fruits of his studious labor*,
a- i m Ciese yolinnes, attest bi< di'igi ece.

bis ri-hl'i y. h»s i qui,wn«e-of judgment, his fninn *s

of mind, his e'oarueas of ja-rtaplion. st,d his ac-

C.inicy of vtatcrne-.t,
Hri. tlv touching npon some of the important

p >inf di a - bv Piofrvsor Iliurd, w« sjull eiiabh
nnr n ad»rs to apnreeiite the mnridnras of his tr-nt-

locni and lb" tut i< -t of Ii s nan itive. Among tin-
t ..r opponent* of' th* Church of Koine prior to

the R f.>rr"aii o-, the hvt»;, r rives n rrtpi 1 «k 'tab of
the t ;,i ban or Albig-nses, of w Inch sect or sects the
©rig n, he remarks, is obscure ai d uncertain, and
thereports if tleir BlWOd ami worship are moon-'
a -' .'or iceredi'le. There remains scatcely oo«

authentic e\p 's.tion of the belief for which they
e:.tared death with borote forntudr. The rec¬

ord of l licit faith and avlf-dc votiou bus been prv-
b*m 1 onlv in trie chronicles of hostile eci Icsir.Ktics.
Hut th"re is no doubt that a large number of men

. nil v.-onie.ii,quiet ami peac.^»lde iu their SBapentttOB,
and BBaaal in their lives, continued through a long
Si-n s ol .i.io prolissl against the worship of
Saints and an:.«¦!«, and the iiiM iitions of a corrupt
rl.un h. Mr.:',..'e doctrinal errtirs, as Professor
lla'rd slbrnis, 1 nnd a foothold n parts «. p-nst o

tlie eitetoive tcrnt iry in j»i»ntherii Fiance tK'«-upie<l
by ti e AlVtBWBaaiL Oriental dualism probably dis¬
figured the i rasa] af paBaJaaai of the sect. The belief
til oihois si BaTOOap OiO'i-red from that al Vat BBB BaV
BieraW VaMaBBBI Bl Provence or of their brethren
ef the vallevs ef Piedmont. Hut the progress of the
Albu'eiisesdiiriug the 'a't-i n.ri of tbe twelfth ccn-

tnrv aft »nl-n remarkable aatloipation of ttie revolt
«i-'. Frcadi aahai bbwbbb4thapriaaalyihoaottaai
Ifsat BfaaBaalaM ftwaawaa af taaaaaditi which three
hundred years later sprsrur up on the ssme soi1, sud
Imhc the mo.,' aliiindaut fruit.

V. r!i the suppre-sioii of tlie Albigeu^es. ihcte was

im fin: i.i i .'le-n papalai aawaaal bsbbVbbI sBwatiaaaaal
the Chiin-h until Itie BaWJsieftJM Ketortiiation. The
BBWsBSf Hngiieiintn w as first aWpttaa] la 1S60 to a

lio.'.y of " coineoutcr«." in part rel'nriuus. in part
Ban pol .tu sal. scattered ov«r France in uncertain
numb. rs. The origin et the title is not known.
Fi vi r..l pluusibb tli livalions have been BaBjewsB d.
Imt all of ilo in pr..l ably equally remote from the
truth. It is moat likely that the term a'ose froBI
Some trivial cireumstaoco that hs« remplet, ly
pn«sisrl info oldivroti. The rl«e of tli- party was

raped ami awaatpaolasl. It bbbsbsj up. as it wwra, m
a r ..' t. The seed bad b'en sown for nearly forty
jeais. ^i ii tlie fruit had been comparatively slight;
Imt now the harvest sceuud, as bv a n iiuele. to
«'..». las v. si la aarlaaa of tin- (itonitod Bold. Tl,e
gi >r I aa ti itli which had lain long in an and aSti,
app.tientiy without IMBj n iiv su ldi ulv fcTSlspiiil
1; .1 minist \ ifality. I here wa.s not a nnmr of the
klas*#aai BJ which the perms of Protestant eSasTBhaa
were not found iu ooiisiderublo BBaBaMHB. In
lsipre. tracts of country the JIng'i»nofs had
beciuue ao uinner.ills Itiat they were no longer
able, even if they had beeu so disposed, to
f. i.cs al tli ir religious sentiments, nor content
to <. lebtulr their rites in private or niu fninal* a>-

Bemldirs. A'I,imp tbe causes nf this suddt n devel-
opiiicni. Pi.»'e-Mii Haird refers to ine ivi.iatk^lde
progrnes of letters in fVanc* during (he previous

forty years. Tb" French lungougc bad become the
nioal polite of the tongues spoken in Western
I'.urope. Thanks to the school* fustcrtal by thr
royal bounty, the public mind was in some measure

em.inn pa* cd from the influence of superstition. It
pcf<eiv.*d Ihe absurdity ef the romantic lives of the
saints ivith wInch people had formerly been satis-
tu d. The pr. tciii'ed miracles af tho papal cLuriaBM
and convents were closely st r tinired. nnd the
Irl .i m sspSBSd by wl'icfi a corrupt clergy souglit
to liiaintHtii ttst lf iu popular esteem. Next to the
traiislaimn of tbe Bible, the "Chnsttari Insiitutea ¦

td i ai i in i \crted the most powerful intltienee. The
cbwe logic of that work and its clear and nervons

style touched a thord of sympathy iu every French
r» .Hier, and. wink- captivating the car, made a deep
in -um as the intellect and heart. The version
vi the Psalms by Ma rot and Itcza, as they were

wafie i into popularity by tfie novel beauty of the
nnuic to winch they were anne, proved a po.vnful
kid lo the arguuicu'iS of the thesdogi^u. " They cu¬

te; cd the bouse o'J the |>easaiit, and invented its
homely scenes witn a ealtn «lorived from the c n-

tsn.plataiti of the bliss of a Heaven when
the dsrting distiuclions uf the prosent shall
inelt away. They uervesl the bumble arn-

un to patience and to the rheeiful en¬

durance of sMsajBf d reproach. '1 h« v attracted
to the gaüieriugof peisccuted reloriuera ui the by-
ett.i i. in la I r. tired barn, or on the open heath or

mountain side, tho youth wl.o preferred tlui:
melody sud intelligible Words to the jargon ot a

nerviest conducted in B tongue understood only by
tin hairied. Iu the royal court, or rising in a 1 sd
chorus from a thousand vo ces on Hie crowded
I'n m v'if. tl ey wi-ie winged mt-ssenge is <>f the
truth, where no other mes«cug< i« could have fouml
BtUvrauc* wch impunity. Ibn purity of lifo
of tie vi.li.« who were put to death for their
redgl.iii, wi.e.i lo.lia tid wn.'i tl.c coritiptiou of
tbe !er,y a: ! t i.e ii.->o!utelie>s of i lie com t, d icply
stile, led all oliaei ,iug ,iu 1 i. ll h ting mind*. " Tbe
«I a ataat SBd BawsSeSB al th-n r-;. eis teachers ex¬

ert d a p »»'. i i.ui iiitliiem e on the sar.ad of IVotcat-
. nt do trine*. Converts fr«»ni the Churili of Home,
t run ipally or ests and iiuniks. wen; the lirst apos¬
tles, of BBS Reformation. Few si thent h.nt reecived
a>»U/uata IfUUilllg. I.UIle bail a ihoro.igo ucq.iuil.t-
Biice With the iiihle. Hut now then p ice was

taken by a 1 r<itb< rhooti of tIn ologlans. men of io-
t. 11 nnd learning, as wills* BSsJoaafoc tbe
f^.lh. (iciic.a waa ti,e Uulei i> fluUi »»»;li h a \ igor-
«um alo. k was ttiuisplsufs>d to the soil ot France.
'1 BS si'Jsoot «.f Culi iu und Hczs U'ouWed tbe rei g
ions dorlLio* of Flaute. TI.e |WBB1B pitacber*
tjj-iii I.uke I^u-un w, ic pnmjded b> s s.'iru sense

ot duty, sc the more ssjweMui attraction uf Hi vim
lovf. 'I hej embraced a v« catum iu «lurh pOTerty,
fatignc. ai.d aJrnosi inevitable tbath stand them in

the face- Hut haSf entered it with uitrlligeare and
eon rage, and their unselfish endeavor met with an

abundant rec niJixnae.
The poluic.d fennstnt was not less active than

lbs rchgioiu. Iba movement of the Huguenots
_/_

had brvu branded an a conspiracy against royal
authority. A host of replica was called forth, ami
tli*-ii political action whs pre-anted in it* true ligh*
a* an effort to overthrow tlie intolerable usurpation
of the Guises. The tyrants were no match for the
patriots in the use of the pen, hut it fun «1 ill 1 ith
the writers, when tlieir m i let m;i> discovered. At
tli is crisis, an illustrious statesman appears upon
the stage iu the peis«u of Chancel or de V Hopital.
His connection with Lorraine nt first augured Utile
good of his influence. Hut in a few venrs, he gave
ample pnsif of the integrity of his charucter at-d
the sagacitj of his plans. He accepted thehig!<«t
jndieial post in the kingdom nt a critical juncture,
not through the stirring* of ambition, but from a

sincere desire to serve his country. Chancellor de
!'Il 'u'tial wa« a pel*<>u of distinguished presi nee.

Iiis august bearing produced a deep impression.
Hi* calm and dignified countenance lucre n striking
resemhhnre to the features of an ancient Creek
philosopher. Another eminent personage. Admiral
de Celigrv. whose name occupies a large stw.ee in

these volumes, now begins tobe seen iu a conspic¬
uous li^li'. He lad i spa used ihc cans.- of the Prot¬
estant* « frw years before, and soon became promi¬
nent lor his boldness and zeal in its support. At
the Sttggi stum of L-'HApilrd and Cnligny a council
of notables was convened in Fontaineblcan for the

p:ti"s.. if devising niea-ures to allay the

existing excitcn cut. Th" Monarch ai d a

selection from the most powufnl wbles and clergy
of Franco were nssemblisl ho the gpnclona apart¬
ments of tbeQn*en Mother. The session openctl
with a brief speech from the King, setting forth the

objects of the convocation. He was followed by
the Chancellor de ITIÖpitul. who waa lew eoneise in

his statements, insisting that the diseae.i of the
State was not lnenrnlde, if only the cause could be
detected. At a stibseiiuent session. Admiral de Co-

lig-v said that he had recently visited Normandy,
in juirsiunce of the royal couiuiand, to aecertain
the ongin of the commotions. He hud discovered
no feelings of ill-wniltow ard UM crown. The ex¬

citement was entirely due to the illega. violence
wild which ti e js apie had been tu-titcd for the sake
of religion. He asked permission to present the pe¬

titions of the persecuted, w iio i fl'eiesl to prove that
their d a trines were in accordance with the teach-
ing.s of Scripture uud the trauilions of the primitive

j church. Tho King gave bis assurance toColiguy that
he took bis action iu goml lurl, and that bis pre-
Tuuib tideijiy was a stifikietit pledge of his presi n!

zeal. I he j»-tit.ous puiported to come froiii"ihc
lailhlal t.'hi tslians m alleieil in various purls of tbe
kingdom." TbKg set forth the severity of the persc-
cniiona to which the Hugumots were subjected;
they begged for an intermission of the cruel mens¬

ural which hud deluged Flam e v ith Mood; and pro¬
fessed a loyal allegiance to the King whom God dad
culled to tue throne. This was a perilous st< p ou

the part of Coliguy. His defence ol toleration made
him liable to tho extreme penalties which had been
lnliicitsl ou oihcrs for much less courageous utter¬
ances. 1 iu- v ry boldness of the movement .secured
his safety, wlieu mom timid councils would
pcrhurw have proved his ruiu. Yet tho audi¬
ble murmurs of the op|s»site partv announced
their ill-will. The fi sslsssaosB of tbe Admiral kin-
dUd the court ge of the others to a brighter Ihme.
It is a >i igular fact that the most ardent advocates
of tob-rut inn and it form were found on the episco¬
pal Wu !i. * Two of tiio lay bishops. Moultuc. mal
Marcaltac, spoke at length mfavor of the Hugue¬
nots. A startling contrast was drawn between the
means that had been taken to propagate the now

doctrines, and those which had been employe '; for
their suppression. Fog thiriy years, it was said,
more than Ihre« bandied msnBBBSBB of the purest
and noblest character had been Btttoetiiig dieciples
"by tho sweet tisino of Jesu* continually upon
their bps, aud had easily gamed over n people that
weir as sin. p w.thout a shepherd." Meanwhile
(siis-a had botvi cngio*-<>d ui war: monsO rs ol

justice Intal made use ot toe royal enactments
against. h< reey to enrich tfn ir own purses | ami
lii.sliops instead of sjmwing solicitude for their
flocks had soughl only to pres» rve their revennes.

Forty bishop* might be sis a at once indulging in

scandalous .-xeesseh in Paris w hile the fire was kin-
drug in th 'tr dioces.'s. l'n o. lesiastical offi. es
became com inpiible when pn late* conferred oeno-

tocet on their BOrlM-rs, rooks, ami footmen. It was

argesl thot tbe 0osswlshould i>e pabllatied and ex¬

pounded; Pia. there should be daily sermon* ia the

palace; that the singing of naalma should Ink - the
place of the foolish sonars Ming by the maids ot tbe
Queen; and that no punishment should BB intiicttsi
for heretical belh ts, wlioii not nooompunicd by jiff
id sedition. The speeches of the bishops made a

profound impression, and the efle.-t wa.* deepemsl
liy the earnest eloquence of Coliguy, whoso turn it
was lo ad lress tho Council on the next (lav. He
would pledgs his life and whatever he held meet
deer that the hat re. i of the people was not directed
against the King, but his Ministers, who had BUT-

l on tided him wiih a guard ns if he ueesltd protec¬
tion niriiii*t his loyal subn ets. He conteuded (hut
Cie petitions of the Htiguenois, which ho had pie-
eented should U-granted ; tl.. . t tie v should be al¬
lowed toasoemblv for ihe worship ,,f God,the preach¬
ing of the Oos|s»l, and the celebration of the sacra-

Stents, Tbe G*aJsH spoke on the name day in reply to
Coliguy. The lmke was passionate in Jus it-joinder,
and paid little tiesst to the questions proposed for
deliberation. Tim Cardinal whs more politic, and
gave no sign ot the deadly hatred which from that
time both brothers cherished uiratust Coliguy.
The sudden death of Francis II., near the end

of the same year !l.*CO), put a etlop to the execu¬

tion of a wido<r»re*»d plan for the complete ex-

terminntion of the Huguenots. Had ho lived
but a week longer, their ruin might perha|sj
have been consummated, pnt the political power
was transferred, at a single stroke, from the hands
of Francis and Charles of LullBine to those of
Catharine oW Medici and the King of Navarre. The
Protestants of Pan* recognized in the event a direct
answer to their prayers. Never was there a better
opi>ortiiuity for a prince of the blood to combine
hits own claims With tho cuu-- of justice than now

tell to the lot of Antonie ot .Savaire. The sceptre
h id passed from th bunds of u youth of uncertain

inaj irity to those of a boy w ho was ticoiitcstably a

minor. Charles, UsOaSSBSBi eon of Henry II., who
now succeeded his elder BtmBBSC, was only ten years
ol age. The regency riuqueMi'mably belonged toAn-
toiue its th.' first priuce of the bl md. Every senti-
metit of setf-ressaamsnataaSa that he should assnme

the high rank to which he was entitled by his birth
and that he should protect l ie Huguenot* who
hmked up to him ns their nsturnl defender. Hut he
w as |h rsuuded to cede his rege* cy to that wily in-
ttiguer. the Queen Mother. Catharine de'Medici, n

foreigner by b rth anu not of royal blood. For him¬
self, be merely relainesj the firs- place under her as

In a tenant-general of the kingdom. Antonie was a

px ison of sluggish, changeable, and altogether un-

t: u*' w :"th v e laraeter. Addicted to rve- s-o ye sen¬

sual indulgence, he was without a trace of energy

oi resolution. It was the boast of Catharuu that
Navarre find p!ne-d himself c tirely in her hands,
and that bhe disje.-i d nt him ji at MSJmMVnaed.
Tbe poaitioii ol Catharine we* not an east-ope.

She wu.- U-i t with frava- Huaticiol ilifiiculties. J'be
Crown was sJmosf BaajmBBBBtf involvtsl. Put tins
was not the worst. The kingdom was n-nt with
dissensions. Two religions were sfiuvgliug. the one
lor en pi etna re. the titbcr for n-cngijitioii. Catha¬
rine had no strong religious convictions to decide
her which of ihe two she should embrace. Two
poweriul political parties were contending (or the
aacendancv, that mi tie princes of tho blood, ami
I', it of nn smwhasnS family newly introdticed into
tin- kingdom. |n tbonnooncoof tiny eonrictionsof
right, Catharine ragar*] d the SBjsacm oi either as

prejmficia! to herowii rnthoritv. She therefore 'rc-
solvrd to play off em iignitist tbe other, in order
through Ibc-ir mu'oal antneoiiisi to t*aiti the com¬

mand <d ie,th. TmmaMmncioa wassata of appu'iing
difficulty for ii woman with no c<e scion-ne*«. «.f
integrity mid devotion to duty, lor a womun w ho
was naturally timid, and inclined by education ti
resort for giudai.ee !. judicial asirom wy or magic
ratner than to religion.

r.t*eing over the pel i oil of the civil wars from
3MJli to the peace of St. lo rmnin iu 1570, which
is treated with admirable luciditv and juatnoss of
proportion, in the well-wrought natrative, we t.ouie

to the cardinal event iu the religious b'story of
France, the luaesacie of St. '< triholomew's Day In

1572, to tho discussion of which Professor Balrd
brings a prolonged study of 1hi most recent, aa well
Bl Iba oldest historical nott.or.li6s, a singular ev. li¬

nes* and hslanee of mind, and a coolness of obser¬

vation and judgment which is proof against tho
biases of party or prejudice. Retracing . few of

the lending points which are placed by the author
in prominent relief, it appears that for some time

pievious to the uiaas.iere, the relations of tbe King
(now Charles IX.) with Catharine and Anjou (after¬
ward Henry .lid, had suffered a visible ch.tnge. He
no longer showed his necustemed tesKct for his

mot In r, or bat usual hUBBBOaa for bis brother. Tins

was ascribed to the inflnence of Coligny. Tbe Ad¬

miral was BObarrad to have made some sinister ex¬

pression of ?Item on the mind of the King. From

that BUMÜll tliey dec ided to rot rbl of Coligny at

all haaarda. the ,.-d of the Duchcsa of Nemours
\v.;s r. lietl on. as slie bad conceived a mortal enmity
sgainst the Adiiiinil. whom she uejnstlv lielieved
to have inst rated the arsaminatron of Iter lnieband.
Harbatradoa tBaBBueeo.il extended to the whole

body of the Haaaawata. She heartily entered into

tbe prejeet af Catharine and Anjon, and bsrastf ar¬

ranged the details of the plan which was at once lo

be ennied Into execution. " Such,r *a\* Professor
Rnird, " was the germ of the massacre, as yet not

resolved upon, which rapidly developing, was to
involve tlie minder of thousands of innocent
person* thrcui'iioiil France. In spyeadtfSBJ to Um
opinion tlint became almost u: ivirsal among the
Protestants, and galaed nearly bqubI currency
among the Cat delicti.that the bitte!» rv had long
Iteen routeiiiplat-d, and that Charles was privy to
it.and notwithstanding the circumstances that
seem to give color to this opinion, I arn compelled
to acquiesce in the belief expressed by the Papal
Nuncio. SalviatL, who, in his dispatches written in
cipher to the Cardinal Secretary ol State, could
certainly have hail no motive to disguise his real
sentiments, and whom it is impossible to Hfppoae
ignorant of any scheme for Mm rreneral extirpation
ef the Prot 'st nts. had un li a scheme fTWrtrd for
anyeooaiderabla length of time: 'As to alt tbr s'afo-
nientsthat will be made IBSBl cting the firing, BBOB
the Admiral and his death, dilf-rcnt from that
which 1 BBY« written to you, you will in time find
out how true they aie. Mnduine, the Regent having
come to be at variance with him [the Admiral],
.udhaving dei ided upon the step a few days before,
caused him to be tired njHin. This was without thr

Iwswhwpfo/ flat King, but with the participation of
the Duke of Anjon. tho Duchess ol Nemours, nnd her
son, tin Duke of Bales, If the Adariral bad disd st
once, nu others would hSTBbesä slain. But inas¬
much as ho survived and tiny apprehended that
some great calamity would appear should he draw
close to the King, they resolved to throw aside
shame, ami to have linn killed together with the
rest. And this was put into ssecntiou that very
night."
As tl.o hour Hpproarhed, Coligny xhibited no

fesrof special dinger. Others felt alarm. Some
acted upon their fears, lhirk hints bad been thrown
out by the courtieis. There were rumors of some

mysterious enterprise afloat. Bat Coligny kept at

bis post. On Friday morning. August 'J2, he went to
the Loll vro to al tend a meet lug of the royal Coun¬

cil. It was between 10 and 11 o'clock, whop, ac¬

cording to the pc mrtive saage of Masse day-, he left
the palace to MtBffl home for dinner. .Meeting
Charles just co ning out of a chapel in front of the
Louvre he retnraed with him to the tennis court.
Aocompanied by ten or twelve gentlemen, he again
si t forth, but had hardlv proceed -d a bundrtl paces
when bb arqoebaas was Brad at bun from behind a

lattice. 1 be *!iot w hs well aimed, and might have
proved fatal, bad not the victim at that very mo¬

ment turned a hill" to one side. As it was, one of
the three halls with which ihe arqip biise w as loaded,
took oil' n tinner of hi- right hau l, and BBot her lodged
in hi* left arm, making a »erioiis w eund. lie wa-

carricd to Inn home a U w ste|is farther on, and on

the way replied etilmlv P> a gentleman who had ex¬

pressed the leaf thai the balls were poisoned:
.* Nothing will BBBBWBWt what it Will pleeseGod
to order." The next fommg Col: guy's physicians ,in-

notineed that Ins wound-, BBSS not dSIIH IIIIII This
was the signal 1st Catharine and Bfljoa to come to a

tinal dei l ion with reeaid to relieving themselves
from their present cmharrassi.its. Coligny would
recover, and was likely to be more thau ever the
idol of tne Huguenots, to become morn than ever

the favorite of the King. In that cane thetnfluenoe
of Catharine sad her yoaoffaT son would he lost;
especially if the judicial investigation then in pro¬
gress should show (bat tiny were the prime movers

in the plan of assassination. The Huguenots, more¬

over, were load in their demand- for justice, which
lo guilty consciences sounded like intents of retri-
bntlon. They immediately beiran to ply the King
with arguments. Charles, nt lint, was won over to

their side. From being the friend tit Coligny he
became the accaiuplice iu his murder. It now only
remained to decide upon the nnuiber of tho Piot-
estsBta aholIbwH he iBvalved with him iu a cum-

BMU destruction, and to complete the arrangements
tor the e\'-lit ion of thS) pl"l. I low many nnd who
were the victims, whoseaui riflce was tircdctermincd,
are questions, says tho author, which with our

present moans of information, we are BBaMa to
answer. Wo may. however, consider it established
that fancied political exigencies demanded the as¬

sassination of but very few persons; that personal
hatred added many more; and that a still greater
number were murdered in cold blood simply ihat the
spoils might enrich the a**assiiis. To the question:
Wnat part must bs assigned to religions zealf Pro¬
fessur Raird replies, to any true outgrowth of reli¬
gion, none ut ull; but much to the depraved moral
teachings of its prot'eessd representatives. The
hatred of Protestantism < ngendered in Ihe minds of
tin-people by traducing tlie reforms now boic its
frnit in revolting crimes of every sort; while the
doctrineenforced by priest*. hbhopg, and monk*
thai nbstmnfe hi retn s Oaght to be exterminated
from tlie face of tiio earth, permitted many a

Parisian burgher to commit acts from which any but
the most diabolic nature would otherwise have rc»

coiled in hortoi. It was on a Sunday morning, the
21th of August, that the terrible work was
begun in the streeia of Pari*. Ton In s and
blazing lights had BSBB burning all night in
tbe .cat tinTough Iure«. ihe houses of the
Hugii. nots had BBSfl marked with a white
cross, the assassins wore as a badge a white cross

on the bat ami a haiitlk. ichicf tied about the right
arm. The signal for bcgmuing was given by the
great belt nu the " Paaasa dc Jusiicc." Cobgnv was

one of the earliest victims. The frenr.y thnt had
fallen on Paris a fleeted all classes alike Kvcry
feeling of pit.V seemed lo have been blotted out.
The weaker sex was not sparni iu the universal
earn age, still suffered outrage* that wrro worse

than deal lu tbe bodies of the Huguenot lenders
were laid in a long row and exposed lo the derision
and insults of the courtiers. The Qassa Mother
With B bevy af hadiSS went gaylydowu Um pah.ee
stairs to least tli arcves upou the sight of the un¬

covered deud. The King, the (»itecn Mother, ami
their intimate friends seemed SB be in an eestaey of
joy. They indulged in boiatcroM laughter as the
re;nirts af Ihe miiiocipal aulbinititm from hour to
hour brought tidings of the extent of the BSSBaOfe.
'* The war is uow einlest in ie?.!:tv," they were
heard to say. "und We shall Lcuocfoilk live in

pewoa* The i nruivai of HSBSj wttich had been
ushered iu on that faUl Sniidav of August e<m-

liuuesl tut the succeeding duy s with little uhate-
ti.. nt of if * fnnritsl exeitettietit. Paris stum Ivegsn
to it scir ble a SBSt cliarnel house. The greater putt
of the work was done BB the firs! three or four day*,
but it was not terminal d lor stVi i.tl weeks, and
many a Bwgwoaat Brospingoat si his phaoa of eon-
tealliit :.t w... .an.di lid lo coal hi..id |.-, thuM Wilo

covend Ins property. N-ural ihotisu'iil prisons
were liiitcht ivtl in Pal is h'i.uc during the l:i>t few
days, besides the lat< r victims ; ptei ia iv how many
itisi.i t ca>y to 1.x w;t!i t itiiiuiy. The number
lias sewa VaaSaaWly asBhwBSsd at fn.ai l.oon t,,

lo.ooo, nnd Pssfeaasi Battd h Basfraal ts piaw fas
figure at Itetw. 4,000 and 5.000 saaWSBB sf
ud ages ami saadUaBBBav 'ihn BBBsasepe rapidly
lAi.utiod from Pans tu the provinces. There
was a great . arid v of procedure, show bag the ab¬
sence ol a tfiitei I I'd plan ; but evetj't lung tended
to tbe total destruction of the Ifl.nts, an object
which the King had resolved lo at omplinh. lie wan
determined that inn u single one should survive to
reproach bias w ith what he hud done. Meantime,
the tidings were earned beyond tba boundaries of

France, exciting a thrül of delight or a cry of exe-

eratloa accoidin*; to tho aympothiee of thnoo to

whom they came. Nowhere wa* I !»e surprise greater,
or the Joy more intense than in Rome. Por*- Gregory
had been very sceptical iu regard to tlie MMMMM
of tlie French Court, but tbe news of ) he uiaesacro

removed the. doul.t. It was received as a signal

BMMaflB f.ir the ltoui iu See. A jubilee vva» published
for tbe whole Christian world ; the cannon of San

Angelo was fired as a eir*>w1 of vleforv over the ene¬

mies of the Church ; and for thr<>e successive nicht»
there whs a general illumination. A medal whs

¦truck in honor of the evenr. and pictures were

painted in the Vatican palac \ by the order of the

Fon«. n presenting different acetic* in the l' :iisia:i

massacre. Hut in tbe eyes "f the world, Charles
IX. stood convicted of an infamous crime. .\o in¬

genious .sophistry, no barefaced fwlfBTlhm of facts,
could clear him iu the judgment of imfarlial men

of either creed, fnun the guilt of an unparalleled
hatchery of hie subjects.
Professor I! iird brief!v. but clearly, discusses "the

historieul question which still agitates the world. '

"respecting the extent to w hich the Ifoman Church
and the Pope, in particular, must be held ie*p-.n*i-
ble fot the Massif re cd' St. P> trtlodo-new' 11 ;,. In
answer to this inquiry, the author aflirii.« thst s >

far as Queen Catharine was concerned, as it ad¬
mitted by iill, no Mad for religion coin m!U d la r

conduct. A di«solut4i ami nmtt:ti<>us woman, and
alaiost an avowed atheist, aLc could uot have acted
fnuu a belief that it was her duty to exterminate
In-rosy. But it can scarcely be doubted that
miKtig her inferior ageuts th» re were some who

thought they glorified Cod by ridding the world of
the enemies of his Church. I h- number of BBMB
assassins from lcligmu* motives, how« vvr, in us

have been small compared witli th« multitude to
whom religion was tin lely a pretext, while cupidity
or partisan hatred was tho real motive, foil who
si ill derived their inceutivea from the !. Itimi of lite
priests, who in couiitcuaueing ac-as in:.tu»u must
tic heul no less rer.|»on*ihle for the crimes of this
class of person* than for th<> o.limn of mom sincere
devotees. Hat whether th" QBBM Mother and
Urn King's Ministers were hones:, er w iv Kommt
Catholics, or wer.-, ia fact, Chiutiuns only iu name,

is not essential to the question. If li e pop.- had f>>r
years iirgi>-.l the supnres- an of heresy by
the annihilation nt the hen ries, it he had famiiiar-
ir.ed the minds of King and Qnecn with the tin BgB.1
of justifiable m.issa re, it is of little ini-

portance to uncertain whether In pupils
executed the irjiitirtion from a pure th
triro to promote tho intetcsfs of tlie
Papal St"\ or with more selfish d situs. But the
course pursued daring the entire pontificate of
Pius V. was of the character above deOCTfbod, To
his last breath, Fop* Pius icfaimd MOMMI thirst
for the Uood of the hcrchc.t of France. It WM Idl
standing order to the commander of the papal
troops in Hie service of Cbarlct> that BVeTy hmrtlc
w ho fell into his hands bhotild at once be put to

d« ath. With such continual papal BaBMMtfOMlto
bloodshed, wc can scarcely hesitate, aaya the
niithoi, to find the lead of tho KOMM, Catholic
Church guilty, if not of devising the in .« of its
enatation,as*pnTlnnj the way for the DosnnriaslaB of
the mil e. ." Without the teachitigs of Pots V.." he
mmmdm, "tue com-pim y nt FntttorlM nndAnJon
Wouhl liave been almost impMi hie. Wl'.nut the

preaching ot piiesfs unit fiims at Lent and Ad¬
vent, the passions of the p.ipuli u enild i.ot have
been iiill..mi d to . ilch a pitch is to lender it capa¬

ble of |s-ipi tratiug atrocities, whieh w.ll fotWVOj
render the ivi .11 of Charles ix. lufir. OM III the
French annuls." In renn! to Mm u'lmls-r of
nnammoi victims throughout Franee,too anther
estimates it nt between 90*000, as copjeel tired by
DeTlu.n, and S0VOOO, as iteted by Jean do bevron,
instead of adopting the extreme vie-.< | f BttJlf ami
l'lTciixe. Um hitter of w hon, BWolla the count of the
slain to 100(000 men. women, und children.
While the research und well-digested eru iiiion

exhibited in Uns work uro emiiienily cndirihlc to
the lea mug and schoiar&hip of lue aCtl'. 01, its Ulaj>
if] execution amply attests the lEMthMM of hit.
taste, ami his jiidtrmcnt nnd -kill in the it 0 OOfB-
pooitkBa, He aliVcts no dainty niceties of style, but
his giave aod dbjniOod awptMoioa i: ofwave ineld,
with no sign of haste or crudity ofieu showing a no

Iii»* reiuui iconic upmost 111 Ms «.loool w>nls MM
at tile < s. in the formation of opinion. Nie MMl
conspicuous features of his v, riling are pur.ty and
force ol tin tion, with felicity- ol MYMMMMIH, hul
there ate not infrequent presages in Ihn narrative
cqiiully striking for theirsimplebeonty and qnw!
strength. His work is one of the mo*: in potinnt re¬

cent contributions to Americi.u liter..;,.re, ntid is
eiuitled to a binccre greeting for its manifold learn¬
ing and scholarly spirit.
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Evidently the average stock operator ba« iegun
I,in preparations for tho expected January " i»,«.-...
I'ranwfUnna amounting to :ill.4H4 shares ¦
up a large, bnsm .«* for .» day in the MnMl ¦>'¦ MO
holidays, but au-ii vuu i!ie MMM done to-day,
with tbe result of a general advance iu tlie pru i-i r

a. 11 ve stock« ranging from 1 to 3 per cent; and
Ibfj d' npitu tiro fact that money to-day wa* harler
tlieu on any MffMM day of liua mouth, lint
I lien almost <\oiy one im expecting that aft. i

llie new year opens money will go begging for bor¬
rowers while tiie amounts mentioned wo.eh ant to
acek investment ure fubuluta. The speculation t<»-
<lav did not run in any particular cla»s of MMktV
but was .veil distributed tbroughont tbe lint. Km
si on d about on.'-.'iflh of tbe tot tl transactions, but.
its pine advaiic d MM than that of MM other
stocks which were loa actively tiadol
in. Lc.ku MMM nnd Michigan Central
attracted their uaual share of attention
and niado {tut Inj IrBlllllMil advance*. Thu
granger stocks, lMandiugtiiia.se of hit. Paul and
Sioux City, were notably strong. Hannibal and St.

Joseph stocks ruudo little improvement, while 'host
of Iron Mountain, the Wuba»iica.aud Misaotiri, Kan¬
sas and lexa* n'se from l1«^ to +\ per cent. 1 h.a
-'..«I: also w« re higher, but their advances wen*,

due m« re to the small oflerings of stocks than U)
a. Live demand from buyers other than lor tlu»

" sitort ¦ nceoutit. Telegraph stocks were strong,
ami Pacific Mail rose to 31i_'*'V7.
The final changes from lue closing prices > . "r-

day are as follows; Advances.Chesapeake ai.«I
Ohio and Morns and Essex each, i«s ; C, C. and I.
C, arid laomsville and Ni.sl.vihe, emh I*; XorC.
west preferred, %; 0., C. C. and f., Alton and
T.-rre Haute, l.'ock Island. St. Paul preferred.
Delaware nnd Jlndsnn. Indianapolis. Cim-iunati
and" l.afav« tt«, and St. I^unt and Pan Francisco
first preferred, each lg| H.-innibal and St.

Joseph and St. I.mis and San Fran. .- o.

eai'h ns; Canada Southern and Lake Btm o-,

MsM fli: MMMMal and St. Joseph pre¬

ferred, Michigan Central, Northern Pa« ific and
l'ri<" prefeiTe I, each 's; Ncv.-Vork Klevated and

I, ins Ms! Infl l'i in isi o on-ferred each t*e ;
Brio, Northern Pacific prei.ried, Wabnah and
Western Llnion, ench 11h; not hw«-st and Delaarnre,
Ijoehawannnninl ^eototrn,noch tUs Atlantic and
PacltteTalugtnph, l^: ÖhMagn, st.raui ami Mia
neopolks, MotetrpoliMn Elorated, New-.J«-r»ev Coa
tral, Oloo uiol >lisr,-»i;>|.i j.i. .< 11« <1, Wfoboak pre-
forradnnd Pacific Mail, aoch l1-^; St. I'auh Fv;
Mobile and Ohio, l\i Mieaonri, IVatisas nnd rozna,
l'e; MnnhntMnKlovnted,nnd St. Paul ami Sioux
Ulty, each 2; Nashville, I battunooga and St.
Louis, 3-lgl Irou Mountain, 2^; at. Paul
and Sioux City prefolTed J; and l.'eading
Ift-j per c« nt. I> dines.Illinois Central and Central
ami Hudson each ^| Cm ago and Alton, Ig; and
Cleveland und Piltstiuig. 7a lier tent.
1m market noand azouod and *i<otig.

aa.soa o» tax HMM aassai.
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